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A fine man is asked

CPYRGHT

_to fill the wrong job

5

" President J'ohnson has pxcked a

‘right man for the wrong, job in:

‘naming Vice Admiral William F.
' Raborn to succeed John-A+-McCone

tas director of the Central In-'

“telligence Agency.

If a military man were approprx-_." :
 ate for this assignment, the Presi-

dent probably could not have found
a better-qualified man than Ad-
f miral Raborn, who retired last year

after a distinguished carger ag a -

f:ghtmg sailor and as an adminis-
| trator in programs that required a
high level of intelligence.,

.Admiral Raborn, who is known

'here as the skipper of the carrier-

Bennington at-the time of her dis-
astrous explosion off Newport in
1954, was the naval officer' in

charge of the development of the:
Polaris missile systein. In 1961, he :
was one of three top officers as-

signed to study antisubmarine war-
‘fare. At that time, an official de-
scribed the three-man team as “the
best the Navy has.” -

“The question is not whether the -
admn'al isa good man, however, but
‘| whether ‘the training and orienta-

tion of a career military man is the

kind of preparation most appropri-
ate for the politically sensitive post-

of CIA director..
- Harry H. Ranson, in a study for’
the Harvard Defense Studies Pro-

gram, Central Intelligence and Na- -

tional Security, wrote a number of

years ago that the director of CIA"

‘must be 4 rare combination of ad--

'ministrative expert, imaginative g

scholar courageous master spy, and

a- person’ of keen - pelitical sensi-'.
‘tivity to the pglitical ideals of the
‘American repliblic . . . a master‘,

judge and politician. . , .’

Pohttcal scnsmvzty m the broad\ : Frapc;ls Green niine years ago, gﬁ‘jl

~in helpmg to develop military

< function and to overlook the fact

sense called for here is not normal-
ly a characteristic of men who have |
dedicated their lives to the neces-

‘sary, but necessarily confining task
.of planning for and fighting wars. -

It might be argued that since mil- ‘

itary information is an 1mportant'
target for intelligence operations, a'
man who has spent most of his life

_tactics and hardware should make ]
an ideal CIA chief, But this is to
take too narrow a view of the CIA

that the United States maintains a

large, separate intelligence opera- |

. tion for military purposes. In 1958, |
" at a Senate hearing on Defense De-

partment appropriations, a Pentar]

gon. spokesman _defended ap-
propriations for a Defense Depart-

ment intelligence apparatus, saying.
’of the CIA: ..

 “Their mlssion is- a little dif-
-ferent , . . They get more into the

’f1e1d of pohtxcal ‘economic, |

etcetera....”

It must be conceded that in the |
. fields of political and economic in- |

telligence-gathering and warfare,
past civilian diréctors of the CIA
-have not always distinguished |
. themselves by their political sensi-
t1v1t}} But this is no reason to turn
now to a miilitary man to run the |

vast, multi-billion dollar “invisible |

" government” with ‘itg . extensive

power to affect and to 1mplementl

U.S. political action abroad."

The Raborn appointment, if con- |

. firmed, increases the need for
stronger congressional supervision
of CIA activities through a joint
committee,. as first proposed. by

~ Rhode Is and’s Senatar Theodore |
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